A Basic Oil Color Mixing Guide with a Limited Palette
As you know we only use a few basic oil colors but the rest of the colors we mix:
 
1.    Payne’s Grey  (PG)



4.    Burnt Umber  (BU)

2. Cad Yellow Medium  (CYM)


5.    Burnt Sienna (BS)
3. Alizarin Crimson Permanent  (ACP)

6.    French Ultramarine Blue (FUB)
Black:  Mix equal amounts of Burnt Umber and Payne’s Grey for a soft black.
Green:  There are many shades of green.  
Deep evergreen:  Mix Payne’s Grey with Cad Yellow Med to get a deep evergreen.  

Want a cool blue green, add Cad Yellow Med to Payne’s Grey (your mix should have a slight bluish tint).
Pea Green:  After you mix your evergreen add small amounts of Cad Yellow Med to the mix until you achieve your desired oil color.

Ochre:  Mix Burnt Umber with Cad Yellow Medium to crate a rich yellow ochre tone.      
 
You can then adjust by lightening or darkening.  

Red Tones:  There are many shades of red from warmer more brown tones to the purple wine tones.  If you want a “warm” red, mix a tiny bit of Burnt Umber into some Alizarin Crimson Perm.  If you want a wine or purple shade of red “cool”, mix Alizarin Crimson Perm with a tiny bit of Payne’s Grey until you get the color you are happy with.

Purple:  Mix Alizarin Crimson Perm with Payne’s Grey.

Rosy:  Start with Alizarin Crimson Perm and add a small amount of Burnt Umber as well as a tiny bit of Payne’s Grey to create a dusty rose.  

Cool Grey-Brown:  Mix Burnt Umber into Payne’s Grey.  

Taupe:  Mix Payne’s Grey into Burnt Umber.  
Peach:  Mix Alizarin Crimson Perm with Cad Yellow Med (add a tiny bit of Burnt Umber to tone it down).

**** Take some time and play with your colors, try some French Ultramarine Blue to add some real zest.  Mixing this with Alizarin Crimson Perm will mix an awesome purple tone.  And, don’t forget to use some Burnt Sienna, it is a great oil color. Feel free to add it to your artwork even though a pattern packet doesn’t stipulate using it.  Remember, as long as you’ve sprayed, you can remove (
****Some tips:

· Always start off with just a little bit of oil, don’t over-do and mix large batches of color or you will waste a lot of your oils.

· Always mix tiny bits of color into the starter color so you create the tint you want gradually.
· And, don’t panic of the mix looks extremely dark on your palette….it will, remember, until you blend it.  So as a test, take your fingertip or q-tip and take a little of the mix onto your palette and see what shade it truly is.  Scraping your palette with your knife as you are mixing will also give you an indication of your true color.

· Remember to always add the stronger color to the weaker when mixing your shades. (Example: add Cad Yellow Medium to Payne’s Grey, not the other way around).
