Caring for your Scumblers and Blenders

Do not use anything in the brushes or paint during the entire process.  Apply the paint dry and move the paint around with completely dry brushes.  If you are working on canvas or any surface that seems to be porous and the paint appears to drag, use a tiny amount of Gel Transparentizer in your Scumblers, working the gel gently into the bristles.   DO NOT use gel or any oils in your Blenders!   The Blenders are only for rouging.

When at home, do not use any brush cleaners on your Scumblers or Blenders.  Take a cheap bar of soap that has no lotion or perfume (I buy Ivory at the Dollar Store).  I place the bar of soap in my hand and with warm water running, I glide each brush over the soap with water several times then on the palm of my hand with the brush several times, I keep repeating this process until you notice that it is running clean and you don’t see any color coming off on the soap.  As you use your brushes YOU WILL NOT get all the color off your Scumblers, they will become stained but this is natural, do not worry about it.  

Some Extra Tips and Reminders
· When adding oils with either your Scumbler or Blender brush let the hairs move in their natural direction.  Excessive twisting, pushing down too hard, going in the wrong direction, and unnatural actions can quickly damage your brush permanently.  
· DO NOT let paint work its way up into the ferrule.  Paint is hard to remove from this area and the paint will cause the brush to swell, resulting in a loss of brush shape and spring.

· Never leave a brush soaking in water or any liquid for a lengthly time.  The hairs can become waterlogged, leaving your brush limp and lifeless until it has properly dried out.

· Never let your paint dry on the brushes.  Try to clean them as soon as possible.  

· Until they are completely dry, you should store the brushes flat so that the water does not enter the ferrule or handle of the brush.  Since they are made of wood improper storage could result in mildewing or rotting.

The above tips should be noted for ALL brushes, not just Scumblers and Blenders.  Brushes, whether they are made from natural or synthetic hair, are delicate and so should the materials used to clean them.  Even if you are cleaning any other type of brushes after other mediums like acrylic, remember use the mildest product (it will get the job done).  
