BLENDING TECHNIQUES (hula, tamping, pulling)

A very light touch is needed when using the blender brushes, if you press too hard it will wear them out quickly.  Do not go against the grain of the bristles; make sure you are always pulling the blender bristles in the same direction.  
[image: image1.jpg]



***Never ever go against the bristles of the brush, always tamp or pull so the bristles glide smoothly over the surface and not in an unnatural position (pull toward you with the brush and not against).  Also, when performing the HULA with your Blender make SURE you hold the brush in an upright position.   Using the brush incorrectly will break the bristles on the sides.  If you use and care for your brushes properly they should last you a very, very long time.  
SCUMBLERS  -  If you’ve purchased scumblers or have ever seen a “brand new” scumbler, you know that they are somewhat in a point when new.  Try NOT to use the tips of the scumblers when applying your oil or they will wear out and become stumps.  In other words, do not hold your scumbler in an upright position like you would your blender.  Hold your Scumbler in a downward, side position and apply your oil.  Also, they are not to be used as blenders, only for applying the oil.  You use the blender to rouge, tint and distribute the oil.
CARRYING FOR YOUR BRUSHES

· Do not use any turp in the brushes or paint during the entire process.  Apply the paint dry (right from the tube so to speak), and move the paint around with completely dry brushes.  If you are working on a surface that seems to be very porous and the paint appears to drag, use a tiny amount of the Gel Transparentizer I mention in the Materials required section.  Just incorporate a tiny bit of the gel into the bristles of the brush before loading with paint.  If you are mixing two colors together, do so with your palette knife and get the color desired before adding the color to your brush and onto your surface, then proceed to apply as directed.
· DO NOT use gel or any oils in your Blenders!   The Blenders are only for rouging.
· Swirl brushes on paper towels after every few strokes during the blending process.  Swirling your brushes on paper towels will also be the process used between various color applications, too.

· Never throw out old, worn brushes.  Your worn out Scumblers make great stipple or pouncing brushes. 
· When rouging with your Scumbler or Blender brush let the hairs move in their natural direction.  Excessive twisting, pushing down too hard, going in the wrong direction, and unnatural actions can quickly damage your brush permanently.  
· DO NOT let paint work its way up into the ferrule.  Paint is hard to remove from this area and the paint will cause the brush to swell, resulting in a loss of brush shape and spring.  
· Never leave a brush soaking in water or any liquid for a lengthly time.  The hairs can become waterlogged, leaving your brush limp and lifeless until it has properly dried out.

· Never let your paint dry on the brushes.  Try to clean them as soon as possible.  

· Until they are completely dry, you should store the brushes flat so that the water does not enter the ferrule or handle of the brush.  Since they are made of wood improper storage could result in mildewing or rotting.
The above tips should be noted for ALL brushes, not just Scumblers and Blenders.  Brushes, whether they are made from natural or synthetic hair, are delicate and so should the materials used to clean them.  Even if you are cleaning any other type of brushes after other mediums like acrylic, remember use the mildest product (it will get the job done).  
WASHING YOUR SCUMBLERS, BLENDERS AND LINERS

When at home, do not use any brush cleaners on your Scumblers or Blenders.  Take a cheap bar of soap that has no lotion or perfume (I buy Ivory at the Dollar Store).  I place the bar of soap in my hand and with warm water running, I glide each brush over the soap with water several times then on the palm of my hand with the brush several times, I keep repeating this process until you notice that it is running clean and you don’t see any color coming off on the soap.  Your Blenders will clean up quicker than your Scumblers because they do not have as much oil accumulated on them.  Your Scumblers will become stained but this is natural, do not worry about it, as long as they are clean.  

All the instructions are also included in my website along with additional information like “A Basic Oil Color Mixing Guide with a Limited Palette” plus I am always adding more information.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sharon Kuester
1040 Linmar Avenue
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731
Phone:  352-365-1330
Email:   sharon@sharonkuester.com
Website:  www.sharonkuester.com
HULA


With a soft touch, “Hula” the blender brush, keeping the blender horizontal with the handle straight up, to blend the color out and remove any demarcation lines.  








TAMPING


Hold your blender brush in an upright position as shown.  With the side of the brush “tamp” up and down.  You should be able to see the oil move and blend out. “Tamping” will also press the color into the background instead of letting the color “sit” where you placed it.  


 





PULLING


Hold your blender brush in an upright position as shown.  With the side of the brush “pull” in a downward position.  You should be able to see the oil move and


blend out. 
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