TIP OF THE MONTH
DECEMBER 2008


When working with glass or when inking in your project where oil from your hands can disturb the painting process, wear close fitting white cotton gloves, from which the fingers have been removed.  The remaining part of the glove will keep your hands from touching the surface.

JANUARY 2009

To ward off brush eating creatures add a “few” mothballs to your brush container.  OR, after you clean your brushes with soap and water, leave a little soap residue in the brushes and let dry.  This will: 1)  keep the creatures from eating your brushes and,  2)  keep your brushes in good form.
FEBRUARY 2009

When spraying your surface with spray paint or your Liberty Matt Spray when speed drying your oils, and you don’t want to get it on your hands, put a plastic grocery bag over the hand that you hold the surface.
MARCH 2009

Never allow brushes to “soak” in any liquid for any length of time.  Soaking will weaken the glue in the ferrule and will also damage the hairs.  Also, lay them flat after washing so the liquid doesn’t run down into the wooden handle and rot.

And, if washing brushes with just plain soap and water, leave a little soap in the bristles to keep the brushes in shape.

APRIL 2009

Use your finger to spread a little Vaseline inside the cap of a new tube of paint.  This will prevent it from sticking.
MAY 2009

Run out of your favorite wood sealer?  To seal barnwood or driftwood before painting with oils, coat with watered down white glue and let dry.
JUNE 2009

Can’t find enough storage space for your painting supplies?  Try an old plastic shoe bag and hang it in your closest. It can hold just about anything, roll of paper towels, varnish, brushes, etc., and when you’re ready take it our and hang it by your work area when you are ready to paint.
