VARIOUS SURFACE PREPARATIONS
If surfaces are prepped properly you will be able to correct all mistakes when inking as well as oils.
(A general reminder – the more porous the surface is, the more sealer you need to use to 
provide mobility and correctability of paint.)


CANVAS PANELS, STRETCHED CANVAS, LOOSE CANVAS, OR MOUNTED CANVAS ON BOARD
No sealer is necessary before inking.  Just transfer the pattern onto the canvas with wax-free graphite, ink in design, erase graphite lines or smudges with an eraser, and then apply at least 2 coats of the Liberty Matt Spray, let dry.  
WOOD
Preparing the WOOD surface for the inking and rouging technique, 2 options:
1.)  White-washing the wood with regular white (or any light color) bottled acrylic paint and water.  First sand the surface with extra fine sandpaper.  Then use a soft rag that has been wet with water and wrung out.  Put a small amount of white acrylic paint or any other light colored acrylic onto the rag and stain the wood till you achieve brightness; but DO NOT put so much on that you cannot see the grain glowing through.  Let dry completely.  You can check by touching the heel of your hand to the surface.  If it feels cool to the touch, it’s not completely dry.  Once dry, feel it, you may need to sand it again.  It’s best to let it dry at least 24 hours before spraying 2-3 coats with your Liberty Matt Spray then let it dry another 24-48 hours.   
2.)  If you would like to use a solid color you can do so.  First sand the piece if it’s not smooth.  Then you can either white-wash the wood above but use less water and more acrylic paint.  You may also use a sponge, a small roller or brush to add the white or light colored acrylic.  Let it dry (it may take a little longer).  Sand again if needed.  If you have the coverage you want, just let it dry properly but it you want another coat of paint do so.  Make sure after it is dry it is also smooth to the touch!  It’s best to let it dry at least 24 hours before spraying 2-3 coats with your Liberty Matt Spray then let it dry another 24-48 hours.   
IMPORTANT TIP:   Just remember that whatever color you use will be the highlight that glows from under your rouging.  For instance, if you whitewash with an apple green and you are inking and rouging children’s faces….guess what color their faces will be?  That is why I almost always suggest white or a very light color acrylic.

SLATE  or  TIN
Make sure you wash slate if needed.  Use a sponge roller or brush to apply 1-2 coats of white or a light colored acrylic basecoat to the slate.  Allow to dry at least 24 hours.  You do not need to sand.  Don’t worry about the surface not being smooth, that’s the beauty of working on slate, it will not be a perfect surface.  After the slate has dried thoroughly apply one really generous coat of the Liberty Matt Spray to seal the surface then apply one light misty spray from at least 12 inches away to add tooth to the surface.  Make sure you let it dry at least 24-48 hours before inking.  

WATERCOLOR OR PARCHMENT PAPER
Do not seal before inking the design.  Lightly transfer pattern lines on with graphite paper.  Ink in design; erase any graphite lines and smudges.  Apply a generous coat or 2 of Liberty Matt Spray, letting the surface dry between coats.  You might have to add more of the spray if the paper you are working on is really porous.  This insures the ability to move the oil paint over the surface freely and also insures the ability to do correction on the painting surface.  Let dry thoroughly!!!

A PREVIOUSLY SEALED OR VARNISHED PIECE (MAYBE A TRUNK LID 
OR DOOR TO A CABINET)
Remove any dirt or waxy build-up on surface with mild detergent and water, let dry thoroughly.  Transfer pattern on, ink in, remove graphite smudges, and then apply a light mist of Spray to protect your inking.  After completing the painting process, duplicate the finish that was on the surface prior to inking (varnish, etc.).    Garage sale or flea market finds are great for this.  You can use your imagination on chairs, trunks, cabinets, vanity mirrors, dresser drawers and I was commissioned once, up north, to do a design on a bedroom headboard.

PORCELAIN,  PLATES and GLASS
Yes, it can be done; however, this is a whole new technique using Etching Crème for porcelain, plates and glass.  If you are interested, let me know well in advance and I’ll email you instructions and what you need to purchase.  You must allow a little longer time for prepping so don’t wait until the last minute.
